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which fought an action with an English vessel, the " Lively." We passed three times under her stern, and raked her each time. We ought to have cleared her decks. Not a shot touched her. The other day at Cherbourg I saw a broadside fired at a floating mark three cables off, the usual distance at which ships engage. Ten balls hit it, and we could see that all the others passed near enough to shake it by their wind.
' A ship of eighty guns has now forty canonniers and forty maitres de pihes. All practical artillerymen, and even the able seamen, can point a gun. Nelson's manoeuvre of breaking the line could not be used against a French fleet, such as a French fleet is now. The leading ships would be destroyed one after another, by the concentrated fire. Formerly our officers dreaded a maritime war. They knew that defeat awaited them, possibly death. Now they are confident, and eager to try their hands/
In the evening L. took me into a corner, and we had a long conversation.
He had been reading my ' Athens Journal.*
* What struck me,' he said, ' in every page of it, was the resemblance of King Otho to Louis Napoleon.'
' I see the resemblance/ I answered, ' but it is the resemblance of a dwarf to a giant'                          /
f No,' he replied. ' Of a man five feet seven inches high to one five feet eleven inches. There are not more than four inches between them. There is the same cunning, the same coldness, the same vindictiveness, the same silence, the same perseverance,- the same unscrupu-